Psalm 55
A Prayer for Justice from Betrayal
July 27, 2025
 	You may not have been a month ago when we welcomed some new members.  One of those new members is John Walker.  For those of you who don’t know me, my name is John Walker—which is going to make things fun!  That John Walker is married to Kamille.  I am married to Jennifer so that’s one way you can distinguish between us. (He might also say a full head of hair works, too!).	
	I am glad John’s here because he will serve our name well which has not always been the case.  In November 2001—a few months after 9/11, a man named John Walker was caught fighting for the Taliban in Afghanistan.  And then there was another John Walker.  SLIDE 1 As a teenager, this John Walker went on a burglary spree running off with two tires, four quarts of oil, six cans of cleaner, and $3!  He then led police on a high-speed chase, getting away only to be caught two days later.  He was given the choice of going to jail or joining the Navy to straighten him out.  He chose the Navy.  
 	He was not a good guy.  He was not good to his wife.  He was not good with his money.  He was not good to his country.
 	One day after several years, burdened by all kinds of financial problems of his own making, he walked into the Soviet embassy in Washington, sold them a top-secret document, and negotiated a salary that would pay him the equivalent of hundreds of thousands of dollars each year for the next 20 years.  By the time it was discovered, more than a million encrypted messages had been passed to the Russians. 
 	That John Walker betrayed his creditors, his wife, and our country.
 	Betrayal has a long history and there are examples in Literature, Movies, and History itself. Betrayal is explored in The Iliad.  Shakespeare has Othello betrayed.  The Count of Monte Cristo explored the effects of betrayal and revenge in depth.
 	In movies, there is the infamous Scar in ‘The Lion King’ and, more recently, the whole family in ‘Knives Out’.  Historically, there is Brutus’s betrayal of Julius Caesar, the traitor Benedict Arnold, and the greatest example is certainly Judas’s betrayal of Jesus.  
 	You and I don’t have to be involved in major acts of history to experience the trauma that comes from betrayal. It doesn’t matter whether it’s with family, friends, work, or business, betrayal is always relational. 
 	Betrayal is willfully violating someone’s trust, breaking faith, or being disloyal. If you have lived any length of time, you have experience with someone you trusted or counted on doing you dirty or, at the least, letting you down.  In the Bible, David knew what it was like to be betrayed.  Our Psalm today is Psalm 55, please turn there in your Bibles.  
 	In our series this summer we have looked at prayers for blessing, forgiveness, suffering, thanksgiving, fear, contentment, answers, and next week a prayer of praise. This week is a prayer that responds to a betrayal and appeals to God’s justice. At Beech Haven, we’re committed to start with scripture—even when it is raw and messy—and we’ll get a dose of that today. 
 	David had plenty of betrayal stories to choose from when he wrote this Psalm:  SLIDE 2
· Saul—who moves from mentor and king to jealous persecutor
· Doeg—an informant betraying David’s refuge, led to bloodshed.
· Nabal, who chose not to honor the code of hospitality in return for protection.
· David’s own son, Absalom who rebelled against him
· Ahithophel—David’s trusted advisor who switched allegiances and joined Absalom. 
· Joab—David’s general who couldn’t be completely trusted as he pursued his own agenda and undermined David’s authority.
· Shimei— a subject in David’s kingdom who verbally abused him as he fled from Absalom. 
Psalm 55 describes betrayal but does not give us any definitive context; we only have clues.  We know that he is someone close, someone he knew well, was a friend and, according to v. 14, someone we would say he went to church with.
 	How does David respond to his betrayal?  How should we? Well, 	
· David works through his emotions.  He vents.
· David prays against the evil.  He prays.
· David puts the burden of the betrayal on the Lord and trusts God to resolve the injustice. He trusts. And this is where we ultimately need to land—casting our burden on the God and letting him be the one to bring justice to the betrayer. Are you casting and are you trusting?    Remember that word ‘casting’.  

SLIDE 3
David vents.  David prays.  David trusts.
Let’s look at this betrayal.  Look with me at v. 12, SLIDE  4“12 Now it is not an enemy who insults me—otherwise I could bear it; it is not a foe who rises up against me—otherwise I could hide from him. 13 But it is you, a man who is my peer, my companion and good friend! 14 We used to have close fellowship; we walked with the crowd into the house of God.”
 	And now in v. 20, “My friend acts violently against those at peace with him; he violates his covenant. 21 His buttery words are smooth, but war is in his heart. His words are softer than oil,
but they are drawn swords.”
 	These verses give us a glimpse of what David is going through—was it his failed host (Nabal), his counselor (Ahithophel), his general (Joab)—or someone else?  We don’t know. But we do know it wrecked him emotionally.  The wound was one thing but the hand that delivered made it so much worse. That’s a thing about betrayal—it comes from someone with whom we have let down our guard, someone with whom we were relaxed, enjoyed spending time with, someone we admired—a friend, a business partner, or someone in our family.  
 	In vv. 1-8, we see David sorting out his emotions on paper as he forms this song.  Sometimes songs say best what we think and feel, don’t they?  They are powerful and I’m grateful for the music and worship ministry—they help me spiritually.
 	Let’s see what David writes and look for emotionally charged words. SLIDE  5 “God, listen to my prayer and do not hide from my plea for help. 2 Pay attention to me and answer me. I am restless and in turmoil with my complaint, 3 because of the enemy’s words, because of the pressure of the wicked. For they bring down disaster on me and harass me in anger. 4 My heart shudders within me; terrors of death sweep over me. 5 Fear and trembling grip me; horror has overwhelmed me. 6 I said, “If only I had wings like a dove! I would fly away and find rest. 7 How far away I would flee; I would stay in the wilderness. 8 I would hurry to my shelter from the raging wind and the storm.”
 	Look at these words: restless, turmoil, pressure, disaster, harassment, his heart shudders, terrors of death, fear, trembling, horror.  He is distressed! He is desperate to escape and just fly away.  Have you ever just wanted to fly away from some situation? 
 	Whenever we have been burned by someone, we will experience all kinds of emotions.  It will hurt!  That hurt is complicated by bewilderment and confusion and the rewinding, replaying, and rehearsing of earlier conversations.  Can you imagine how Jesus felt at the Last Supper with Judas at the table with him? 

 	I think it’s important to note while reading this Psalm that while David starts with emotion, he does not let emotions run on indefinitely.  He progresses and the next thing we do is see him praying against the evil that confronted him and others.
 	SLIDE 6 Look at verse 9, “ Lord, confuse and confound their speech, for I see violence and strife in the city; 10 day and night they make the rounds on its walls. Crime and trouble are within it;
11 destruction is inside it; oppression and deceit never leave its marketplace….”
 	And now in verse 15, “Let death take them by surprise; let them go down to Sheol alive, because evil is in their homes and within them. 16 But I call to God, and the Lord will save me. 17 I complain and groan morning, noon, and night, and he hears my voice. 18 Though many are against me, he will redeem me from my battle unharmed. 19 God, the one enthroned from long ago, will hear and will humiliate them because they do not change and do not fear God.”
 	These verses introduce a great question—how do you pray for someone who has hurt you?  Is it okay to pray against evil? Do you pray for or against your enemies? You can actually do both.  It is perfectly fine and good to pray that evil will be thwarted and not succeed and here we see David praying not only that they will not be successful but that they will die, that death will overtake them.  Is this a take home for you today from the sermon?  The preacher said I should pray for you to die!
 	Verse 19 helps us with some context here. These people are hardened against God.  They will not change. They are obstinate and willful in their rejection of God. They refuse to fear him.   Judgment is for those who reject God.  This is true for everyone who is not reconciled with God through Jesus. 
 	And it was actually true of us at one time.  SLIDE 7 Colossians 1:21-22 says, “21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.”  
 	Yes, David’s prayer is holy but it is probably only a half step away from being unholy as we do not want to assume God’s role as judge (He says, ‘Vengeance is mine.’).  Nor do we want to forget that we were likewise God’s enemies and ourselves are now the recipients of grace.
 	We can pray for the conversion of our enemies and for God’s justice to come quickly to prevent the spread of evil behavior.  How are you praying for those who hurt you?  Are both of these elements in your prayers?
David vents. David prays. David trusts.
 	Finally, having seen him deal with his emotions and pray, we see David counsel himself and to others to explicitly to trust God.  SLIDE 8 Verse 22 says, “Cast your burden on the Lord, and he will sustain you; he will never allow the righteous to be shaken. 23 God, you will bring them down to the Pit of destruction; men of bloodshed and treachery will not live out half their days. But I will trust in you.”
[bookmark: _Int_qFrA6nft]  	David settles his mind and reminds himself of the things he knows about God and what he should be doing himself.  Trust is the last thing David calls for in the psalm, “But I will trust in you.” How do we trust God? What does that look like?  We trust him by casting our burdens on him. 
We are to cast our burdens.  Cast does not mean to handoff.  We’re not passing a baton.  We’re not setting something down where we can pick it up again. 
 	What do people cast?  We cast a fishing line.  We cast stones.  We cast judgment.  Jonah was cast into the sea. Demons were cast out. There is nothing tentative about casting.  There is a decisive transfer, a full release.  It is out of our hands.  The action is definitive. We throw, we hurl, we fling whatever is weighing us down and relocate it into God’s care.  ‘Cast your burdens on the Lord,’ 1 Peter 5:7.  
 	Can you cast to God what is weighing you down?  Can you cast that wound that has pierced your heart, that makes your heart feel as heavy as lead; that wound that has kept you from sleeping?  Can you cast that hurt that has dried you up, that has stolen your zeal, your vitality, your peace?  Can you trust God by casting all of that to Him?  
	On a couple of mission trips I have seen people cast nets for fish.  I have seen this in West Africa in Benin where they were doing it for a living and in Costa Rica where they let the tourists do it for fun.  When we did it, we would uncoil our bodies and let it fly!
 	When it comes to betrayal, we show that we trust God to be God—to show mercy or to execute judgment as He sees best and not try to do His job for him.
 	We were in Knoxville earlier this summer for my niece’s wedding. Knoxville has a pretty downtown area (Market Square) and it’s easy to enjoy when Georgia has beaten Tennessee eight years in a row.  As we walked through the Mast General store, I saw this sign  SLIDE 9:
[image: I'm Not a Control Freak, but You're Doing It Wrong. - Etsy] 








 	Out of my family of six, no fingers were pointed, no glances were exchanged but five us had the exact same thought.  The other thought, “Why wouldn’t you want to know if you were doing wrong!”  
 	And how well does that describe my attitude towards God sometimes!  “God, I’m not trying to tell you what to do, but I don’t think you understand.  God, you’re in charge but I don’t think you see what’s happening.  God, I know you are sovereign, but I think this should start and this should stop.”  Do I have a lack of trust in God? Vengeance belongs to the Lord and when we cast our burdens on Him we recognize and act as if He is in control. 
 	One other word before we close.  I want to invert the question back to us because a truthful accounting reveals that we have been betrayers. We have violated someone’s trust, broken faith, and been disloyal to someone and, at the very least, with God.  How do you want that person to respond to your betrayal?  Do you want them to pray for you to die?  How does God respond to our betrayal?
 	But do you know what God has done with our sin—what he has done for those who believe in Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection and chosen to follow him? SLIDE 10  Isaiah 38:17 says, “You have cast all my sins behind your back,” and Micah 7:19 “…You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.” Can you get a picture of what God has done here?  He has gathered all the sins you have ever committed: the acts of betrayal, of selfishness, of greed, of vice—things known to others, things known only to you.  And he has cast those over his shoulder, behind his back never to be revisited!  He has cast those into the depths of the ocean never to be seen again!
Jesus is the source of unwavering hope for the betrayed.  Jesus is the source of unwavering hope for betrayer!
 	When we feel restless, when we feel turmoil, pressure, harassed; when our heart shudders, when we tremble and fear when we just want to escape and fly away, our way forward, our path to deliverance is to vent, to pray, and to trust (to cast).  
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